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Summarization of the Board Discussion
Decision: Focus on 3 school closures

Requested Action:

● Model a King Arts closure with an opening of a K-5 King elementary school.

● Refine scenarios to manage utilizations. 

● Evaluate potential Foster overcrowding for neighborhood program.

Next Steps by Administration:  (Underway)

● Model King Arts closure with opening of K-5 King Elementary School

● Refine three school scenarios (3D/3B) to balance enrollment/utilization.

○ Shift boundaries west of Green Bay

○ Consider moving STEP program to Orrington

● Define program requirements for Park School for re-location consideration.

● Confirm building feasibility for RISE

● Develop Foster single  and double strand analysis  for Foster to test utilization rates



3 School Closure Scenario Scorecard



Scenario 3D-R (10/9)
Lincolnwood, Kingsley, and Washington close after the 2025-26 school year.

● STEP moves to Willard
● TWI @ Willard discontinued
● Dewey becomes a double strand of TWI and Lincoln adds a TWI strand.
● Bilingual STEP moves to Dawes



D65 Elementary School Feeder Pattern 2026-27
Scenario 3D-R Lincolnwood, Kingsley, Washington Closure with Program Designations

Chute Feeder Pattern Nichols Feeder Pattern Haven Feeder Pattern

CHUTE HAVENNICHOLS

Dawes (S, T1)

Oakton (A, T1)

Walker

Dewey (T2) Foster (T2)

Willard (S) 

Lincoln (T1, S) Orrington

KING ARTS (M, R)

Park

Rice

Specialty 
Schools/Programs Program Key

A - ACC
T - TWI
S - STEP
R - RISE
M - Magnet

JEH ECC



District Boundaries 
2026-27 Board Approved Boundaries 2026-27 Scenario 3D-R Boundaries

Scenario 3D-R Lincolnwood, Kingsley, Washington Closure

Note:  Diagonal markings indicate changes in this revision



3D Utilization Rates
Utilization Rates Note: Neighborhood is the 

traditional monolingual program.

Scenario 3D Lincolnwood, Kingsley, Washington Closure

CapacitiesActual Demo Enrollment Breakdown Utilization



3D Additional Data Tables
Transportation

Scenario 3D Lincolnwood, Kingsley, Washington Closure



3D Additional Data Tables
Race & Ethnicity

Scenario 3D Lincolnwood, Kingsley, Washington Closure



3D Additional Data Tables
Free and Reduced Lunch

Analysis/Notes: 

Strengths:

● Average utilization is 75% and K-5 utilization rate is 82%
● All K-5 schools have a utilization rate below 88%.
● Scenario has the least impactful equity scorecard value.
● Aligned to the scorecard by including the schools with the 

lowest baseline scorecard values. 
● Balanced middle school utilization rates.
● Maintains middle school feeder pattern.
● Maintains a K-8 magnet choice option.

Challenges:

● Increases the number of students requiring transportation due 
to distance (221) from school or crossing hazards (244) from the 
baseline.

● Moves a two strand TWI program and a bilingual STEP program. 
● K-5 students cross Dempster (Hazard) to get to school. 
● Schools over 100%  - could be partially absorbed by an adjacent 

school but could add to number of students crossing a hazard.
● Approximately 18% of students have a new school assignment.

Scenario 3D Lincolnwood, Kingsley, Washington Closure



Scenario 3B-R (10/9)
Lincolnwood, Kingsley, and Dawes close after the 2025-26 school year.

● STEP moves to Willard
● TWI moves to Lincoln
● Lincoln moves to the Chute feeder pattern
● Walker moves to the Nichols feeder pattern



D65 Elementary School Feeder Pattern 2026-27
Scenario 3B-R Lincolnwood, Kingsley, Dawes Closure with Program Designations

Chute Feeder Pattern Nichols Feeder Pattern Haven Feeder Pattern

CHUTE HAVENNICHOLS

Oakton (A, T1)

Lincoln (S, T1)

Dewey (T1)

Washington (S, T2)

Foster (T2)

Willard (S) 

Walker Orrington

KING ARTS (M, R)

Park

Rice

Specialty 
Schools/Programs Program Key

A - ACC
T - TWI
S - STEP
R - RISE
M - Magnet

JEH ECC



District Boundaries 
2026-27 Board Approved Boundaries 2026-27 Scenario 3B-R Boundaries

Scenario 3B-R Lincolnwood, Kingsley, Dawes Closure 

Note:  Diagonal markings indicate changes in this revision



3B-R Utilization Rates
Utilization Rates

Scenario 3B-R Lincolnwood, Kingsley, Dawes Closure 

CapacitiesActual Demo Enrollment Breakdown Utilization



3B-R Additional Data Tables
Transportation

Scenario 3B-R Lincolnwood, Kingsley, Dawes Closure 



3B-R Additional Data Tables
Race & Ethnicity

Scenario 3B-R Lincolnwood, Kingsley, Dawes Closure 



3B-R Additional Data Tables
Free and Reduced Lunch

Analysis/Notes: 

Strengths:

● Average utilization is 74% with an 80% utilization rate for K-5 schools. 
● All K-5 schools have an overall utilization rate below 90%.
● Minimizes program movement and maximizes walkability when 

compared to other 3 school scenarios.
● Maintains 4 section per grade schools. 
● Boundaries largely follow major streets.
● Maintains a K-8 magnet choice option.

Challenges:

● Changes the middle school feeder pattern.
● Scenario has lower income potential and lower building operating 

costs based on scorecard. 
● Increases the number of students requiring transportation due to 

distance (124) from school or crossing hazards (157) from the baseline.
● Schools over 100% utilization and would required boundary 

adjustment.
● Middle school utilization rates are significantly imbalanced.
● Three k-5 schools are between 90-95% utilization for the 

neighborhood/monolingual classrooms.
● Approximately 28% of students have a new school assignment.

Scenario 3B-R Lincolnwood, Kingsley, Dawes Closure 


